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" Lime-washing is, from the cleansing action of the quick-
lime, much the more effectual mode of purification, but is
less frequently had recourse to, from the general ignorance
respecting the proper mode of preparing the lime-wash.
If glue is employed, it is destroyed by the corrosive action
of the lime, and in consequence the latter easily rubs off
the walls when dry. This is the case also if the lime is
employed, as is often absurdly recommended, simply slaked
in water, and used without any fixing material. Lime-wash
is prepared by placing some freshly-burned quicklime in a
pail, and pouring on sufficient water to cover it; boiled oil
(linseed) should then be immediately added, in the propor-
tion of a pint to a gallon of the wash. For coarser work
any common refuse fat may be used instead of the boiled
oil. The whole should then be thinned with water to the
required consistency, and applied with a brush. Care
should be taken not to leave the brush in the lime-wash
for any length of time, as it destroys the bristles." In
lime-washing, Eussia tallow is frequently used in prefer-
ence to other fatty matters.

THE ART OP LAPIDARY.

The art of cutting and polishing precious stones, as also
engraving the same, was known and practised by the
ancients. They do not appear, however, to have succeeded
in cutting the diamond, and were therefore satisfied to
wear it, as an ornament, in its native condition. In 1476
Louis de Berghen discovered that by rubbing two diamonds
against each other, these exceedingly hard gems yielded to
the mutual attrition, and after this all the finest diamonds
were sent to Holland to be cut and polished. As time